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The North Korean leadership has 

thumbed its nose at the Chinese, ignor-
ing entreaties and some measure of 
protection offered against tighter sanc-
tions or Security Council action. I was 
recently in New York meeting with our 
talented Ambassador to the United Na-
tions, Samantha Power, and I was dis-
mayed at the challenge she faces in ob-
taining greater Chinese help on this 
matter. 

Now, I know the Chinese and some 
other apologists will argue that North 
Korea is so isolated that further sanc-
tions would not work and may even 
backfire. But we know that there have 
been effective measures against the 
North, for example, going after luxury 
goods and overseas accounts linked to 
the regime and ruling elite. 

Yet, despite international sanctions 
on luxury goods to North Korea, the 
New York Times recently reported how 
China loosely defines such goods and 
continues to allow North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un’s army’s to import equip-
ment from China to build a world-class 
ski resort. 

That is right—a world-class ski re-
sort in a country that can’t feed its 
own people. 

In fact, according to the report, Chi-
nese customs data showed that North 
Korea imported $2.09 billion in luxury 
goods between 2012 and 2014, including 
armored cars and luxury yachts. 

And, according to United Nations 
trade statistics, in 2014, China exported 
$37 million worth of computers, $30 
million of tobacco, $24 million of cars, 
and $9 million of air-conditioning 
equipment to North Korea. 

So I hope this legislation will tighten 
the measures against luxury goods 
used to buy loyalty for the regime. And 
I hope the Chinese realize that ignoring 
this regime is far riskier than working 
with the United States and others to 
rein in North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program. 

Let us also not forget that in 2014, 
the U.N. General Assembly voted to 
refer the North Korean regime to the 
International Criminal Court for well- 
documented crimes against humanity. 

Earlier, a U.N. commission of inquiry 
report documented massive crimes 
against humanity in North Korea, in-
cluding deliberate starvation, forced 
labor, executions, torture, rape, and in-
fanticide, among other crimes—most of 
them committed in North Korea’s po-
litical prison camp systems. 

The almost 400-page report concluded 
that the bulk of the crimes against hu-
manity were committed ‘‘pursuant to 
policies set at the highest levels of the 
state’’ and were ‘‘without parallel in 
the contemporary world.’’ 

This criminal regime holds between 
80,000–120,000 political prisoners in its 
system of gulags. 

So I am glad this sanctions legisla-
tion also includes provisions that ad-
dress North Korea’s terrible human 
rights record. 

Let me close by reaffirming my sup-
port for our South Korean and Asian 

allies that are at the most immediate 
threat from North Korea—not to men-
tion the more than 25,000 U.S. military 
personnel stationed in South Korea. As 
such, without progress on ending North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons program, I 
support the deployment of necessary 
missile defense technologies to help 
protect these allies. 
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DISAPPEARANCE OF 43 STUDENTS 
IN MEXICO 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, it has 
been well over a year since 43 students 
from Ayotzinapa Rural Teachers’ Col-
lege were forcibly disappeared in the 
state of Guerrero, Mexico. On Sep-
tember 26, 2014, around 100 students 
from the college traveled to the city of 
Iguala. They were there to raise money 
and to obtain buses to attend a com-
memoration of the infamous massacre 
of more than 600 students in the capital 
in 1968. 

The now former mayor of Iguala has 
been accused of ordering the attack on 
the students that evening. While the 
motive remains a mystery, what ap-
pears to have occurred is that the po-
lice used lethal force against the stu-
dents, and the 43 who are missing were 
handed over to the criminal organiza-
tion Guerreros Unidos. Six people were 
killed that day, and the fate of the 43 
disappeared students remains un-
known. 

After it became clear, thanks to the 
courageous and dogged work of foreign 
journalists that a horrific crime had 
been covered up by Guerrero officials 
and the police, the Mexican Govern-
ment established the Interdisciplinary 
Group of Independent Experts of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights to provide independent analysis 
and technical assistance to the govern-
ment. 

The experts’ September 2015 report, 
released on the eve of the 1-year anni-
versary of this tragedy, exposed signifi-
cant deficiencies in the government’s 
handling of the investigation and pro-
vided an opportunity for the govern-
ment to restore the integrity of its own 
inquiry. The government’s decision to 
extend the experts’ mandate in the fall 
was a welcome signal of political will 
and a desire to build credibility. 

But as the end of the experts’ man-
date nears, President Pena Nieto is 
running out of time to demonstrate 
that that political will has a lasting 
impact. The manner in which this in-
vestigation is conducted has grave im-
plications not only for the victims of 
the attacks in Iguala and their fami-
lies, but for the victims of countless 
other incidents in which Mexican citi-
zens have vanished during the past dec-
ade and remain unaccounted for. 

I urge the Mexican Government to 
fully support the experts’ investigation 
by ensuring maximum cooperation of 
all Mexican officials, including on 
issues related to the experts’ access to 
all those potentially involved in this 
incident and the serious pursuit of all 

possible leads the experts have identi-
fied, including by soliciting assistance 
from the United States. 

I also urge the government to pub-
licly refute the campaign that some 
have waged to delegitimize the experts 
as a way to discredit their work. If the 
experts’ work is forced to carry on with 
only the passive acquiescence of the 
government—or worse, subtle attempts 
to hinder its work—rather than its ac-
tive support, the progress that has 
been made may be lost and with it the 
truth and the Mexican Government’s 
remaining credibility on this issue. 

The Mexican people, like people ev-
erywhere who care about human 
rights, deserve to know what happened 
to these students. As I mentioned, we 
also know there are thousands of other 
cases in Mexico of disappearances and 
many reports by the National Human 
Rights Commission and reputable 
human rights organizations of inci-
dents of torture and extrajudicial 
killings. The only way to effectively 
address the kind of lawlessness that 
has become far too prevalent in Mexico 
is to conduct credible, thorough inves-
tigations and appropriately punish 
those responsible, so the message is 
clear that no one is above the law. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO FRED SEARS 

∑ Mr. COONS. Mr. President, today, on 
behalf of Delaware’s congressional del-
egation of U.S. Senator TOM CARPER 
and U.S. Representative JOHN CARNEY, 
I wish to recognize a close friend from 
Delaware, Fred Sears—a community 
leader and a passionate advocate for all 
in our community; a man whose name 
is synonymous with business leader-
ship and public service in my home 
State of Delaware, and a man I am 
proud to call my friend. 

Fred is known statewide for his gen-
erosity, his enthusiasm, and his busi-
ness acumen. For decades, his impact 
has been felt by elected officials, non-
profit and community leaders, and 
countless Delawareans of all back-
grounds and careers. He is a true lead-
er, an authentic champion of the com-
munity, and the embodiment of what 
service means in Delaware. 

Fred Sears is a Delawarean through 
and through, born just blocks away 
from his boyhood home at what was 
then called Wilmington Hospital, he 
grew up across the river from Brandy-
wine Zoo. This Delaware native at-
tended Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Al-
fred I. DuPont Junior High, and Wil-
mington Friends School for high 
school. Fred went on to earn a business 
degree from the University of Delaware 
and had a great deal of fun, including a 
truly memorable spring break trip to 
the Bahamas with JOE BIDEN, his class-
mate and friend. 

After graduating from UD in 1964, 
Fred began a nearly 40-year career in 
banking. Fresh out of college, Fred was 
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